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Hirst Sunday After Caster 
@Onuast Modo Geniti 
April 29, 1962, 10:45 a. m. 


REUNIFICATION OF ZION AND 
ST. JOHN’S CHURCHES 


The initial suggestion for a realignment of the four down-town 
Easton Lutheran churches dates back about thirty years when Dr. 
Ernst Pfatteicher was president of synod, the Ministerium of Penn- 
sylvania. The committee which Dr. Pfatteicher had appointed to 
study the matter reached the conclusion that the time for such action 
had not yet come. The matter rested there for many years. After 
the retirement from the active ministry of the pastors of Zion and 
Christ churches new interest was revived in this matter. It was 
felt by the administration of the synod and also locally that the 
time for a restudy of the whole question had arrived. As a pre- 
liminary step a survey of the Lutheran churches of the Easton area 
was conducted by representatives of the congregations under the 
guidance of the Urban Department of the Home Mission Board 
of synod. The Rev. Orval C. Hartman was the director of this pro- 
ject. The survey showed that because of the overlapping parish 
lines of the congregations in the constricted down-town area of 
Easton a realignment was desirable and would serve to co-ordinate 
and strengthen the work of the Church. The councils of the con- 
gregations concerned appraised their situation; they studied the 
various possibilities and ultimately this was the result: One con- 
gregation (St. Paul’s, N. Fourth Street) decided to relocate; another 
congregation (Christ) took action to continue at its present location. 
The Church Council of Zion Church made a proposal of reunifica- 
tion with St. John’s Church. This overture was very cordially 
received by the Council of St. John’s. Special committees and the 
Councils of both congregations gave careful and intensive and above 
all prayerful study to all questions involved. As a result it was 
mutually agreed to submit the proposal to the vote of the con- 


gregations at their annual meetings in January 1962. This was done 
and both congregations approved the proposal of reunification by 
a large majority and at special congregational meetings held on 
March 18, 1962 passed the enabling resolutions by an overwhelming 
vote of approval. 


All transactions pertaining to this project were carried out in 
the finest spirit of Christian comity and unity. 


The Reverend Philip Pfatteicher had served as pastor of the 
German speaking members of St. John’s Church from 1860 to 
1870. The records of the congregation under the date of February 
3, 1868 contain the following resolution; “Resolved, That feeling 
the urgent necessity of another church, we will take steps to sell 
a portion of the grave-yard and that the proceeds, after carefully 
removing and re-interring the dead thereon, be applied towards the 
purchase and erection of a church for the German portion of the 
congregation.” This resolution was passed and then carried out. 
Under the date of December 19, 1870 when 278 members were 
dismissed to Zion Church there is this entry in the minutes of the 
Church Council of St. John’s Church: “The dismission of these 
members completes the important work of the separation of the con- 
gregation which by the grace of God was accomplished in peace. 
May it forever redound to His glory and the promotion of His 
Kingdom on earth and may both congregations attain success be- 
yond their sanguine expectations.” 


Today after 91 years, 4 months and 10 days the important 
work of the reunification of the congregations is completed. With 
truth this phrase may be repeated: “which by the grace of God was 
accomplished in peace.” 


Rev. Dr. WALTER C. G. VEIT 


Pastor Emeritus 


OFFICE FOR REUNIFICATION 
OF CONGREGATIONS 


In the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 
Amen, 


ANNOUNCEMENT OF ACTION BY CONGREGATIONS TO REUNITE 


Statements by Mr. Norman A. Peil, Zion Church 
Mr. George L. Transue, St. John’s Congregation 


Declaration by the Rev. Orval C. Hartman, official representative of 
The Ministerium of Pennsylvania 


DEAR BRETHREN: 


Pursuant to the favorable action taken by 
Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church, Easton, Pennsylvania 
and 
St. John’s Evangelical and Lutheran Congregation, 
Easton, Pennsylvania 
to reunite under the name and title of St. John’s Evangelical 
Lutheran Congregation, I do now declare this reunification to be 
completed. May it forever redound to the glory of God and to 
the promotion of His Kingdom on earth. 


Let us pray: 


Almighty God, our Heavenly Father, we thank Thee that Thou 
hast called us to the fellowship of the Gospel and dost bind us 
together in the bonds of love and brotherhood and service in the 
Church established by Thy dear Son, our Saviour. We thank Thee 
for the congregations whom Thou this day hast reunited. Grant, 
we humbly beseech Thee, that we may be one in Thee, that we 
may grow in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour. 
Make us to be fruitful in every good work, endeavoring to keep 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace, to the honor and glory 
of Thy holy Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 


The Blessing of Almighty God, the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Ghost be and abide upon this reunited congregation now and 
evermore. Amen. 


THE FESTIVAL OF REUNIFICATION 


10:45 A.M. 
PRELUDES eeOude: = ee ee Brahms 
Vanes Ore “Rise, Ye Children of Salvation” 
THE OFFICE OF REUNIFICATION OF CONGREGATIONS 
HyMN 103... “Now Let the Vaults of Heaven Resound)!” 


THE SERVICE 

THE INTROIT FOR THE FIRST SUNDAY AFTER EASTER, page 90 
THE KyYRIE, page 18 

GLORIA IN EXcELsIS DEO 

THE COLLECT FOR THE Day 


SDHC LR GSONG tne eg ee ed ee el 1 Corinthians 12:8-13:8 
ANTHEM. Open Our Ryegn ee Macfarlane 
SL Hip Pistia Een oo ee 1 John 5:4-12 
THE EASTER GRADUAL, page 124 

SUE GOS DE Mg earn ee ne John 20:19-31 
THE NICENE CREED, page 4 

EL YN ENS eee ee ee “The Church’s One Foundation” 


THE OFFERING 

ANTHEM: “Built on a Rock” _____________Lindeman-Christiansen 
THE OFFERTORY, page 27 

THE PRAYER OF THE CHURCH, page 6 

THE BENEDICTION 

HYMNS 4S Se eee _...“Bless Be the Tie that Binds” 
POST LUDE (~Fijale” se eee ee Fauchey 


PARTICIPATING AT THE ALTAR 


The Officiant, The Rev. Walter C. G. Veit, D.D. 
The Preacher, The Rev. Orval C. Hartman, M.A. 
The Assisting Ministers, The Rev. Alvin C. Grieb, Jr. 
The Rev. John F. Steinbruck 
Acolyte, Timothy Merwarth 


THE ALTAR FLOWERS are given to the GLory or Gop 
by members of the reunited congregation 
in loving memory of departed pastors, 
deaconesses, and members who have faithfully served 
our Lord in the congregations 
of St. John’s and Zion 


VESPERS 


7:30 P.M. 


PRELUDE: “Meditation Serieuse” 
THE OPENING HyMN—164 _--..--------------- “God Himself is Present” 
THE VERSICLES, page 141 

THE PsALM No. 84 


SEE VALE SSO) Nie eek ee ee ee Matthew 28:1-20 

Hymn 314° = “O Zion, Haste, Thy Mission High Fulfilling” 

THE OFFERING 

ANTHEMS: “Once to Every Man and Nation” __..-...----.- Ohl 
bald By = ct © (13 1 ¢ ae ROR ete al ES aN er eiretee eon Peeters 


The Wilson High School Choir 

THE CANTICLE 

Let my prayer be set forth before Thee as incense 

R/ And the lifting up of my hands as the evening sacrifice. 
THE Nunc DIMItTTIs, page 145 
THE PRAYER, page 146 
THE BENEDICTION 
Tre Crosinec Hymn: 195... 5 > “On Our Way Rejoicing” 
POSTLUDE: “Larghetto Maestoso” ________________----__ Handel 


Rev. ALVIN C. GRIEB, JR. 
Rev. JOHN F. STEINBRUCK 


The Acolyte, ROBERT SIMONS 


Wilson Borough High School Choir under the direction of 
Mr. Edwin Schatkowski 


Speakers this evening at the Supper-Fellowship Hour will be: 
THE Rev. Dr. WALTER C. G. VEIT 
THE Rev. RICHARD W. LUNDIN 
THE REv. PHILIP H. PFATTEICHER 
Mr. NorMAN A, PEIL 
Mr. ROBERT A. REESE 


The festivities for the day will come to a close with the Vespers: 
All are invited to see the many items of historical interest on 
display throughout the Church. Luther Leaguers are serving as 
guides and will assist wherever needed. 


